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Farmer’'s Problems.
The editor of the Farm Journal
was the firet, so far as we know, to
advocate Rural Free Delivery for the

entirely unnecessary and uncalled for.
To destroy the old system by shutting
up the loecal postoflices, or threatening
to do so, and having the mails deliver-
ed wholly form the Ilarger towns,

benefit of farmers. He is not pleased | should never have been considered

with the way in which it has been
developed, and expresses his opinions
in vigorous language, as follows:
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As is well known, the Farm Journal | business
was one of the early advoeates of free !sorts of weather, or not to do it at|

rural mail delivery, and our files will
show articles written more than a
dozen years ago in favor of it. Never,
at any time, have we been more
favor of it than we are now.
not see why, if ecity people should
have their mail carried to them, the

same favor should not be extended to |
Those opposed to the | remonstrances
measure said that the case was differ- im:nlo and contemplated, it seems mar- |
ent, in this, that the distances in the | velons

country people.

|

in|ing,
We did | did not so strike the officials who were |
When the |

for an instance, which covered the
whole country in a most admirable
system, well nigh perfect,
of the mo=t pronounced kind. To com-
pel rural
roads, in

in the publie

says the doctor to

was folly |

citizens to do their postal |
all |

his lady patients, because he

maetéy of

doesn’t know of any medicinal treatment that will positively

cure womb or ovarian troubles, except the surgeon’s knife.
That such a medicine exists, however, has been proved
the wonderful cures performed on diseased women,

in thousands of cases, by

all, where before they had a conven- |

shelter, was an
injustice so glar-
it

ient office under
surdity =o bold, an
that it is most singular that

;:ll’ the helm at Washington.
| department was assailed from every
complaints and with

against

(uarter with

that the department did

country are so great that it would be |pause in its destrnctive work, take

practically impossible to deliver mail |
to all citizens, the expense would be |[the people who Were complaining and |
But the city resident has|to give the country what it wanted; |

too much.

from four to six deliveries a day right | try
be | country

at his door: the ruralist wouid
satisfie<i with one or two
at the end of the lane.

II

The present administration of the |solid basis then existing, rather fhnn!
Postotiice Department, at Washington, | tear down, and bnild anew,

is not responsible for the establish-
ment of the present system, therefore
any ecriticism that we may make, need
not be considered as aimed at it; in
fact, it is not our wish, or purpose,

to eriticise or blame any one; what we |

shall say is inspired solely in the in-
terest of better service, of a reform
badly needed, and which is. through

the confession and perplexity that are |

apparent in the rural postal system,
rapidly becoming imperative.
want to see every citizen have his
mail delivered as promptly as possible,
at the least cost possible, and to that
end our efforts are directed. We do
not wish one-fourth service in this
way. while the other three-fourths
are without such facilities; and we
do net wish to see large deficits in
the revenues of the Postoffice Depart-
ment that are now threatened.

111

When rural free delivery was start-
ed the United States was honeycombed
with postal routes, and every
was within a convenient distance of
a postofiice, or could easily become
so. Apart form
mails were not delivered. we had prob-
ably the most eflicient and satisfactory
system in the world. The people were
universally satisfied with it, nay. proud
of it. TFew complaints ever reached
Washington that anything was wrong,
and such as did reach the ecapital,
were easily satisfied How has it
heen since? We might
readers to determine that question.

Have there been complaints or not?|

Well, assuming that there is but one
answer to the question, we undertake
to say that the canse of the complaints
that have arisen
ington is. that a magnificent postal
system covering our whole county,
instead of beinz amended, enlarged
and perfected, was being torn up by

the roots, postoffices that had existed |

for vears. and well served their pur-
po=es, were threatened with extinet-
ion. compelling some who were en-
tirely satisfied with their postal facil-
ities, to adopt a system to which they
were advised, giving the favor of
free delivery to onlv a small portion
of the population. while the vast ma-
jority were not so favored. Where he-
fore every sonl was satisfied, no seri-
onus complaint eoming from any quart-
or, vast multitudes of people were
so greatly disturbed at the ill-advised
«hanges that were bheing made, or
threatened. that the country was filled
with eriticisms and lamentations. (A
subseriber writes that his postoffice
was discontinued against a remon-
strance consaining 115 names. This
is onl¥ one of many similar instances.)
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We the slightest

have not

for making such a disturbane. It was

in his box | it,

We |

man |

the faet that the |

leave our |

and gone to Wash- |

deubt |

new bearings, and fry to satis{q

to improve the service that the
had rather than to
for the sake of an experiment
which there was so much dis-

| satisfaction: try to build up on the

| over

without
| any reasonable hisis at all!
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|  In order to make matters clear, we
have inquired into the workings of the
|postal system in the county in which
we live, Montgomery, as now con-
| stituted after several years of partial
free delivery, and find that in this
| connty here are 150 postoffices, of
which seventeen form the starting
|places of routes. There are in all
thirty-three rural routes, the carriers
traversing a distance altogether of
abount S00 miles a day. Tt was the
original intention of the wise ones
who hatched out the present system
|in the beginning. to eventually shut
up a majority of the rural offices,
|and thns save cost sufficient to ecarry
free delivery. but <o far we
| find that more than
have been wiped out.
heing kent open and running. about
all the old star routes are retained.
<o that. in addition to the earrier
sorviece, there still exist thirty-five star
oppositionso, lyvgkqi gkqi gkaqjgkq bm
routes, nearly 800 miles in length: so,
in fact, there was such a storm f ppo-
| sition to destroying the old system,
that it had to bhe retained. and is
now in operation, pretty much as form-
orly. ITence we have a dual system
covering the same ground, with dunal
cost.  Only a smayy fraction of the
rural popnlation is served by earrier,
and to serve all, the free
syvatem wonld cost probably five times
as mnueh as it does now. And yet the
old postoffices and old star routes can
| rot be given up. This is in our own
county. and is simply an epitome of
|the entire county.
VI
The star rountes and the ecarriers’
| rontes cover the same territory, they
run eriss-cross everywhere. This
the present deplorable condition of the
service, brought about by a wrong
start, by aiming to tear down and
| build anew. instead of holding all
that was good in the old system, and
building upon that.
VII
And it was chiefly brought about
by the politicians at the large towns,
who wanted postal affairs centered
there., for the purposes well under-
| stooil. regardless of the wishes and the
welfare of the people of the smaller
towns and villages.
the imporiance of the
postmaster, to have all
out from his office, increase the pat-
ronage of the men who bossed things,
and so the new system was begun.
It was a game of the politicians, with
the people lefa out, and the result is,
as we have shown, a dunal system with
dual cost, with only a small fraction
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IT CURES WOMB DISEASE.

It has saved the lives of thousands of weak, sick

women, and has rescued thousands of others from a

melancholy lifetime of chronic invalidism.
you, if you will only give it a chance.

Sold at every drug store in $1.00 bottles.

destroy |

WRITE US A LETTER

| Put aside all timidity and write us

> freely and frankly, in strictest confi-

| dence, telling us all your symptoms

and troubles. We will send free advice

’ . (in p!ain, sealed eunvelope), how to

| cure them. Address: Ladies’ Advisory

Dept., The Chattanooga Medicine Co.,
Chattancoga, Tenn.
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formerly., everybody gloried in the
most magnificent postal system exist-
ing in the world.
VIII
There is no chance the way things

eriseross  conditions that exist, with
two systems where there ought to be
but one, of wutilizing the telephone as
it should be: mor. if the rural post-
| offices are largely ec¢losed up, as has
| always been confemplated, would it
be possible to establish
savings bank, an institution that
very badly needed.
ll:\tinn should have,

as city people

| have, safe deposit hanks close at hand |

to promote thrift among all classes:
‘;;mul the government shonld establish
| banks open to deposits at a low rate
|of interest,
|try. Such instutions exist in the civi-
| lized countries of Europe; why should
| our progressive people be deprived of
| them? They should be an adjunct
of every rural postoffice. Moreover,
what chanee is there of a pareel post
nnder the new system? None what-
| ever.
IX

LIt easy to pick flaws and find
| fault, harder to suggest a remedy.
| Our remedy could have been applied
| quite easily in the beginning, not so
lo:lsily now. But there is no other
|way. The old local offices should he
| restored to their old footing. Not
|only that, but they should be made
| the centers of postal affairs, and the
| carriers should go out from them.
The present long routes can gradnally
be discontinued and the enormous
cost saved to the government, where
they conflict with star routes, but
not until new deliveries are begun
| from the local offices. The star routes
are already established: so are the
[ loeal post offices, and considerable
|expense can be saved that way., A
man does not need a post office quite
<0 near to him if he has his mail
:clo]i\'erm]. as if he goes for it. But
ino post office now running, that a
| considerable number of people want,
| should be abolished. Then those who
want free delivery can have it, those
who do not, need not. Each man to
| take his choice, and it will be found
| that many will prefer to go for their
tmail. More than one delivery a day
4«‘:m easily be made if wanted and
the situation warrants. The post-
| master's assistant can aet as earrier,

s

of the rural public served by ecarrier, | or some other man in the village who

with no room for expansion without

| keeps a horse or a wheel.
that there was any occasion whatever facing an enormous deficit, with the | might act for one or more offices.
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It

i«mmh',v full of sore headls, when, iis a local affair. the carrier man have

are jumbled, with the confusion and,

tand the

the postal |
is | t .
! small cost direct to the ecity consumer
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ur rural popu- | cihout paying an exorbitant toll to

thronghont all the coun- |

It will cure
Try it.,

GAVE UP SUPPORTER.

*“I wore a supporter for to
ien m"in?:‘.ﬁl_;‘.c'.‘g 44

tes Mis. 8. J. 1
. “My doctor told mo.:qi
cine would help me. I suffered untold
mi ,and could hardly walk. After taking
two botties of Cardui [gaven mz‘lu portee
Now lam takinz:ly th bottle, v::o bad
feelings as formerly, can be onmy
half a day at a time. I strongly
ui to every suffering woman.”

other businesss, his little farim or
village lot, on which he partially ob-
taing a living.

The telephone is utilized to notify
of the arrival of important letters that
are looked for, after the ecarrier has
zone his rounds. A postal bank is
established to receive the savings of
the people: bad for the saloons, but
ereat for the good of the community
nation. A good parcel post
is established, and the farmers may
semd small packages of produce, at

the azreedy express companies. The
soul of the nation will stay and
flourish as ever in the rural village.
X

Once again the people of the United
Siates will have a postal system of
which they will never complain, and
of which they will, as formerly, take
a just and patriotic pride. The per-
lexity that now assails the postal
aunthorities at Washington will gradu-
ally disappear, and the deficit, which

j is looming up in the distance. will not

pass their way. Now, brethren of the
Farm Journal family. help us in this
zood work.
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PROVED TO BE SUPERIOR.
E. O. Painter Fertilizer Co.,

-

Gentlemen:—1 have used your Simon Pure
No. 1 the past season, and it has proved to
be superior to any fertilizer I have used in
the past, and T expect to use it as long as
vou keep it up to its present standard.

E. L. Burnham.

Narcoossee, 20, 1901.

Fla., Sept.

Remarkable Discovery That Cuts Down the
Cost of Paint Seventy-five Per Cent.

A FREE TRIAL PACKAGE IS MAILEL
TO EVERYONE WHO WRITES.

A. L. RICE, A PROMINNT MANUFAC-
TURER, of Adams, N. Y., has discovered a
process of making a new kind of paint wi hout
the use of oil. He calls it Powderpaint. It
comes to the farmers in a dr. powder and all
that is required is c. ld water to make a paint
weather proof, fire proof. and as dvrable as
il paint. It adheres to any surizce, wood,
stone or brick, and spreads and looks like oil
paint,{ and costs about one-fourth a: much.

Write to the general agent for free sample
package, color card, price list, ete. \Write to-
day. Addr--—- W. C. STEELE,

General Agent, Switzerland, Fla




